Introduced by Council Member Newby: 

RESOLUTION 2017-525
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE REGIONAL MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN AS PREPARED BY THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the 2013 Florida Legislative Session, the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) was created through the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission Act to represent Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties; and

WHEREAS, the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission is comprised of nine voting members and one non-voting representative appointed by the Secretary of the Florida Department of Transportation; and


WHEREAS, the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission was given the important responsibility to develop a Regional Multi-Modal Transportation Plan by working closely with the Jacksonville Transportation Authority, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, Florida Department of Transportation, Northeast Regional Council and all other local government units within the constituent counties to ensure efficient use of resources and data; and 

WHEREAS, within the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission, the standing Regional Transit Coordinating Committee (RTCC) was created to address the coordination of regional transit services, and the RTCC completed a Regional Transit Master Plan, which included an implementation plan that outlines a path toward connecting the constituent counties by transit, allowing the region to realize a decrease in peak hour single occupant vehicle trips and have a profound effect on increasing levels of service in the region’s transit sector; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of a robust regionally connected transit system include a decrease in traffic congestion allowing for better safety outcomes and the more efficient flow of commerce, an increase in the quality of life and experience for citizens and visitors, and an increase in economic competitiveness by making the region attractive to the transportation needs of the workforce of today and the future; and  

WHEREAS, a regionally connected transit system would increase the region’s ability to maintain its Clean Region Designation, focusing on reducing fuel consumption related to peak hour trips, and move Northeast Florida ever closer to being a recognized center of world class transportation systems which can more effectively leverage existing and proposed regional investments in other modes of transportation and emerging Intelligent Transportation Systems and Smart Cities/Regions technologies; and

WHEREAS, the Regional Transit Coordinating Committee approved a draft Regional Multi-Modal Transportation Plan in September 2016, and then conducted public hearings and amended the Plan to incorporate the public comments and observations from commission members, and the final Plan, which places great emphasis on the coordination of regional transit services, was formally adopted at the April 12, 2017 RTC meeting; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby supports the Regional Multi-Modal Transportation Plan as adopted by the Northeast Florida Regional Transportation Commission on April 12, 2017. A copy of the Regional Multi-Modal Transportation Plan is On File with the Legislative Services Division. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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